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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the House Committee on 

WATER AND LAND 
 

Friday, February 5, 2016 
8:30 A.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL No. 2604 

RELATING TO THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 
 

House Bill 2604 proposes to amend Section 171-30, Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”), to 
provide that the acceptance by the Territorial Legislature or State Legislature of a dedication of 
land by a private owner is sufficient to convey title to the State.  The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) opposes this measure. 
 
Prior to approving any land acquisition, the Board of Land and Natural Resources (“Board”) has 
authorized the Department to conduct an extensive due diligence review of the land to be 
acquired to determine potential liability to the State.  This process includes a review of title 
status including the impact of any encumbrances affecting the property, environmental hazards 
assessment via a Phase I and Phase II (if necessary) Environmental Site Assessments, boundary 
survey and descriptions reviewed by the State Surveyor, and an independent appraisal to 
determine the fair market value.  In addition, all acquisitions of real property interests are subject 
to review and approval by the Attorney General.  The Department does not believe the 
Legislature has the staff, time, or budgets to conduct these vital assessments on its own.  Public 
comments alone would not rise to the level of a due diligence review. 
 
In addition, the measure is unclear as whether the proposed authority of the Legislature is limited 
to dedications of land at gratis.  If compensation is provided to the public landowner, Section 
171-30 (2)(e), HRS,  prohibits the State from purchasing land at greater than the fair market 
value as determined by independent appraisal.  The measure is unclear on whether this provision 
would apply to dedications of land accepted by the Legislature.  The Department opposes any 
exception that would allow for the purchase of private lands at greater than fair market value. 



Date:  February 3, 2016 

Testifier’s Name:  Alan Hirayama 

Committee:  House Water and Land Committee 

Date and Time of Hearing:  February 5, 2016 at 8:15am 

Measure Numbers:  HB2092 and HB2604 

 
Dear House Water and Land Committee, 
 
I would like to submit testimony in support of HB 2092 and HB 2604.  I am a resident in the Kakaako 
district living in the Pacifica Honolulu condominium.  Along Waimanu Street there have recently been 
reserved stalls painted along the road with cars apparently renting the stalls and parking along the 
street.  I would like to voice three concerns with this situation: 
 
1. These parked cars present a danger to drivers entering and exiting the Pacifica Honolulu and 909 

Kapiolani condominiums.  In particular, when exiting the buildings, the parked cars block the view of 
oncoming cars driving on Waimanu Street.  Drivers need to inch out on the street to be able to see if 
cars are approaching and this represents a safety hazard. 

 
2. On Waimanu Street near Ward Avenue, there are reserved stalls that nearly reach Ward Avenue.  

When cars are parked at those stalls near Ward Avenue, they block drivers that want to enter Ward 
Avenue from Waimanu Street, especially drivers that want to make a right onto Ward Avenue. 

 

3. Regarding maintenance of the roadways, if the roads are privately-owned I’m concerned that any 
potholes will take a long time to fix if ever.  I have more trust in the State or City or provide timely 
maintenance on roads versus a private owner who may be reluctant to fix the roads or do not have 
the financial resources to do it. 

 
Please consider my testimony in support of the proposed bills. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Hirayama 
 
 



February 3, 2016 

 

 

RELATING TO THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY. 

 

Clarifies that acceptance by the territorial legislature or the legislature of a dedication of land by a 

private owner is sufficient to convey title to the State. 

 

I would like to express my support for HB 2604 in that it will overcome immaterial administrative 

technicalities constraining the State from serving the public’s interest in regard to safety and economic 

development. 

 

Lawrence F. Newman 

1009 Kapiolani Blvd. 

Unit 2402 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: royamon77@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2604 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM 
 

HB2604 
Submitted on: 2/4/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Roy Bumgarner Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I support the intent of this bill. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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